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Riccall CP Home Learning Policy
Introduction

As a school we appreciate and value partnerships with parents to provide the best education for our pupils.

We believe that it is important for children to continue their learning at home to enable parents to share, celebrate, consolidate and enhance what they are learning at school. School time is only part of a child’s education.

As our children get older, homework helps to prepare them for life long learning by encouraging good habits and helping them to take responsibility for their own study. It helps children to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding developed at school and extends school work. It gives an opportunity for parents and children to work together to enjoy learning experiences such as investigations and research. 
Our approach to homework varies according to the age of the pupils, the professional judgement of the teacher and the curriculum areas being studied at a particular time.

Our Aims

· To foster a lifelong love of learning.
· To prepare pupils for High School.
· To have a consistent and progressive approach across school.
· To support parents/carers to support pupils.

· To strengthen home and school partnerships.

Department for Education Guidelines

At present DFE guidelines for homework are as follows

Years 1 and 2 (60 minutes a week)

Years 3 and 4 (90 minutes a week)

Years 5 and 6 (30 minutes a day or equivalent over two/three evenings or at the weekend)
Procedures

Class booklets will be given out at the start of the year outlining when homework will be set and handed in. 
A few explanations of current practice.

KIRFS

KIRFS (Key Instant Recall Facts) are mental maths facts and strategies children need to know. They are particularly useful when calculating, either adding, subtracting, multiplying or dividing. They include such strategies as dividing by 10, times tables and number bonds to ten. W

 Each half term they change. They are particularly useful when calculating, either adding, subtracting, multiplying or dividing. We have found that children’s ability to answer mental arithmetic questions have improved since we have introduced them at school. This is a system used in many other North Yorkshire schools.
Big Talk and Big Writing
In school we are enhancing our writing by encouraging talk. To be a good writer the children need first to be able to talk about what they want to write. Big Writing is done in every class from Year 2 once a week and covers all different styles of writing, the children spend time sharing ideas before they start writing. To prepare for this, Big Talk at home allows them to consider the style and get ideas to share with the rest of the class. These ideas can be practical and creative and will inspire the children with things to include in their writing. It is very important and there is a marked difference in the quality of the written work produced by the children who do share Big Talk at home. It should hopefully be a fun experience chatting about a range of different ideas.
Progression of homework across school

FS and Year 1

· Children should regularly have reading sessions with parents in which they share books, talking about pictures, following text as an adult reads aloud, reading aloud themselves  and very importantly enjoying stories and other content. They will also have sounds and key words to learn.

· Work with the children on their learning journals.
· Big Talk homework from the Spring term.
· Suggested activities are given. These are only suggested and not compulsory.
Year 2

· Children should regularly have reading sessions with parents in which they share books, talking about pictures, following text as an adult reads aloud, reading aloud themselves  and very importantly enjoying stories and other content. 

· Spellings will be given weekly and linked to the phonics being covered in letters and sounds
· Key Instant Recall Facts (You may hear the children called them KIRFs). North Yorkshire has devised a system where 
· Big Talk Homework 

· Suggested activities are given that are linked to current topics. These are only suggested and not compulsory
Year 3 and 4 

· Children should regularly have reading sessions with an adult. Any suitable reading material is acceptable as long as this activity is recorded in their reading records. Parents can help by encouraging them to discuss the parts they like best, the characters and settings, what might happen next etc. This develops all the more advanced reading skills where children are reading to learn rather than in the early stages of learning to read.  All children need to be heard on a regular basis in order to improve their reading skills and to build up their self confidence.

· Spelling rules will be given on a fortnightly basis. The children will have a different spelling task for each spelling rule plus any high frequency words they may need to learn.
· Key Instant Recall Facts 

· Big Talk Homework 

· Suggested activities are given that are linked to current topics. Children need to complete one of these activities linked to current topics. This will be given out on a fortnightly basis
Years 5 and 6 

As the children get older the amount of homework will increase to prepare the children for high school. 
· Some children should regularly have reading sessions with an adult. Any suitable reading material is acceptable as long as this activity is recorded in their reading records. Parents can help by encouraging them to discuss the parts they like best, the characters and settings, what might happen next etc. This develops all the more advanced reading skills where children are reading to learn rather than in the early stages of learning to read.  

· Spelling rules will be given on a fortnightly basis. Any high frequency words, will be given when appropriate on a weekly basis (not all children will receive these). The children will have a different spelling task to do each fortnight.

· Key Instant Recall Facts 
· Big Talk Homework  
· An individual project each term. Children should complete an individual project of their own choosing each term based on a theme e.g. History, Art etc. This will be specified at the start of each term by the class teacher. 
Homework Club (12.05-12.30)
Homework clubs are available for all KS2 children at specified lunchtimes.
Preparing for High School

In order to foster and encourage the children to get into good habits of home learning, any child who completes all homework set each half term will receive a ‘win’ towards their Bronze, Silver, Gold and Diamond Awards.

At Year 5/6 and in order to prepare children for High School, children will be expected to complete all homework set. If a piece of work is late or incomplete pupils will receive a warning. This warning will remain each half term. After a warning has been given and if homework is still not handed in – the children will be expected to complete this in their Golden Time at school.

This policy will be reviewed bi annually and will seek opinions from pupils, parents, teachers and governors.
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